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companions dressmaking, and those who were illiterate she
taught to read and write. Released again in 1886, she was
•re^arrested in 1800 for leading a demonstration at Yieenne.
This time the authorities thought to discredit her once and
for all. Before she came up for trial she was given a drink,
.which contained powerful spirits. It was the first time in.
her life that she had tasted alcohol, and she was led into the
court half tipsy. Tbe judge tried to have her certified
insane and committed to an asylum, but the plan failed.
. After that she left for London—on the advice of her
friends—returning to France to conduct lecture tours. At
75 she was still active enough to be a powerful and popular
lecturer, and was actually engaged on a lecture tour, when.
she took ill and died at Marseilles in 1905, after one of the
most exciting careers of any woman in history.
Nor was Rochefort any less active after his return*. Up
till the time of amnesty, he fought through the press and
on the platform to have his companions in New Caledonia
released. In America and England he stirred up public
conscience against the inhuman practices in the convict
prisons. After the amnesty, he returned to Paris and
founded the Radical paper L^Intransigeant, which was still
in existence until the Germans marched into Paris again in
1940. His forthright criticism against the Government
brought him into prison again in 1889.
When he was released from prison in 1895, he found
France torn from top to bottom over the Dreyfus case.
Immediately he plunged into the fight to secure justice for
the wrongly imprisoned Jewish captain, and with Emile Zola
carried on an unending campaign until Dreyfus was released.
One can imagine with what conviction he fought, firstly
against the injustice of Dreyfus's conviction, and secondly
against the inhuman and bestial conditions rampant in the
Devil's Island colony, which was even worse than that at
New Caledonia.
As editor of La Patrie, Rochefort was able to spend his
later days in more or less quiet. When he died in 1918 at
the age of 83, France lost one of her greatest and most

